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which we have just been considering affords an appropriate
introduction to it.
In discussing that vision we were obliged to anticipate.
Let us now enquire, as a new question, what course Christ
adopted when he mingled once more with his fellow-
countrymen after his seclusion in the wilderness, and
when he entered upon his public career ? John's message
to the nation had been, as we have seen, ' The kingdom
of God is at hand.' Now this proclamation Christ took
up from his lips and carried everywhere. For a while the
two prophets worked simultaneously, though, as it seems,
separately, and the preaching of the one was an echo of
that of the other. Our first object, then, must be to
ascertain what it was which they anticipated under the
name of the kingdom of God. And to ascertain this we
should not look onward to that which actually took place,
but placing ourselves in imagination among their audience,
consider what meaning a Jew would be likely to attach
to the proclamation they delivered. The conception of a
kingdom of God was no new one, but familiar to every
Jew. Every Jew looked back to the time when Jehovah
was regarded as the King of Israel. The title had
belonged to Jehovah in a very peculiar sense ; it had not
been transferred to Him from the visible earthly king as
in many other countries, but appropriated to Him so
exclusively that for a long time no human king had been
appointed, and that when at last the people demanded to
be ruled by kings like the nations around them, the
demand was treated by the most ardent worshippers of
Jehovah as high treason against Him. And though a
dynasty was actually founded, yet the belief in the true
royalty of Jehovah was not destroyed or weakened, only
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